LETTER TEXT  

I want you to back nature in our National Parks 

Dear X,

Thriving habitats and species are vitally important for everyone. They underpin the health of nature, people and the planet. 

But we’re a long way from where we need to be. In fact, the UK is one of the most nature depleted countries in the world. Things need to change in a big way. Covering a quarter of land in England and Wales, Protected Landscapes like National Parks should be leading the charge in the big nature fightback. 

National Parks are assumed to be the most nature-rich and best protected areas in the UK, but as Campaign for National Parks’ new report shows, nature recovery is no better in these landscapes, and in some cases is even worse. Only 6% of all land in National Parks is currently managed effectively for nature. This isn’t good enough. 

As a supporter of Moor Trees, a Devon based charity dedicated to restoring native woodland I am disappointed that Dartmoor ranks as the 4th lowest National Park for woodland growth between 2015 and 2019 with 49ha of new woodland coverage. It also has the 4th lowest woodland coverage by area (12%) and the 6th highest potential for woodland coverage (31%).

As a deeply concerned constituent I am calling on you and your party to take urgent action to give National Parks and other Protected Landscapes the legislation, funding and support they desperately need. This includes: 
·  Reforms to make sure National Parks are designated for nature as well as landscapes
·  A New Deal for National Parks with increased levels of investment and support
·  Enforcing the law and creating new powers to halt harm and drive nature recovery 
·  Making sure everyone can access and connect with nature in our National Parks 
Millions of voters like myself care passionately about nature, wildlife and healthy lives, and want to see their elected representatives setting out a clear vision of how they will make nature-rich National Parks a reality and secure a brighter future for everyone.

I look forward to hearing from you and, if possible, please copy nickh@cnp.org.uk and helen.aldis@moortrees.org in your reply. 
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